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Next Meeting Topic:
Huntsville Textile Mills
and Villages
Huntsvillians
today range from
those who know
Lowe Mill mainly
as the place they
go to get Piper &
Leaf tea to those
who worked at the
mill back when it
was still a mill. But
either group, and
those in between,
should enjoy the
presentation at the December meeting of the
Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society.
Lowe Mill, Lincoln, Merrimack, Dallas are
widely recognized names in the Huntsville
community, and today are associated with
local culture. But while many residents here
are familiar with those names today, fewer are
familiar with their history.
The Huntsville-Madison County Historical
Society will be offering the opportunity to learn
more about the role these and other sites
played in the city’s history at its December
meeting, with a presentation by Terri L.
French, author of “Huntsville Textile Mills and
Villages.” The meeting will be on December 10
at 2 p.m. at the main downtown branch of the
Huntsville/Madison County Public Library.
This meeting will be part of the Historical
Society’s Hometown Huntsville campaign,
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focused on offering a “Huntsville History 101”
approach to let city residents who have never
had the opportunity to learn about its origins
hear the big events that shaped the Rocket
City.

Searching for Locals in
the Great War

For the final entry in our upcoming series of
bicentennial publications, we are looking for
local residents who died as a result of World
War I, whether they were killed in action, died
of disease, or passed away later as a result of
wounds sustained during the war. If you know
of any such Madison County residents, please
contact Review editor Arley McCormick at
arleymccormick@comcast.net so that they can
be included in the list.

Bicentennial Talks
Branch Out
Immediate-past HMCHS president, John
Allen has recently given a series of Alabama
Bicentennial talks to four area DAR groups.
These are in addition to talks presented at the
Branch Libraries, LearningQuest, and OLLI.
He also gave the 30-minute talk to the Aldersgate Methodist Church.
The lecture consists of early Huntsville and
Alabama history from John Hunt to statehood,
what the Historical Society has been doing for
the Bicentennial, and also what the State and
the Madison County Bicentennial Committee
is doing. Sally Warden, executive director of
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the Madison County Bicentennial Committee
is now co-presenting the lectures with John.
Allen will be giving a public talk on Monday,
December 4, at 6 p.m. at the main downtown
branch of the Huntsville/Madison County
Public Library for anyone who would like to
know more.

L-to-R, Rhonda Larkin, John Allen, & Jackie Sheldon.
Sheldon is the Twickenham Town DAR Chapter
Regent.

Fall/Winter Review
Coming Soon
Society members will soon be receiving their
copy of the Fall/Winter edition of the Huntsville Historical Review. According to Review
editor Arley McCormick, the next edition will
some really good articles on the Schiffman
building and local Jewish businesses. Subjects
covered in the Fall/Winter publication will be:
• Schiffman & Company: A Depression-Era Success
Story
• Preserving a Legacy: An Architectural History of
the I. Schiffman Building, 1845-2017
• A Short History of the Jewish Business Community
Around the Huntsville Square
• John Williams Walker
• Our Doughboys; Part II – Draft and Mobilization
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Membership Rates, Calendar in Proposed Bylaw
Changes
At the December 10 meeting of the Society, the
Board of Directors will ask for an amendment
to the bylaws reflecting two changes – an
increase in annual membership dues from $25
to $35, effective Jan. 1, 2018, and a shift in the
society’s fiscal year from July-June to the
calendar year.
We begin testing the latter change this year,
and would now like a formal change to the
bylaws to reflect it.
The change in membership dues is one we
have been reluctant to make, but feel is the
right course. Four years ago, we stopped
having a $25 individual fee and a $35 household fee in favor of only a $25 fee for individuals or households. In recent years, the Society
has operated at a loss, and some of our basic
costs have increased. To offset this, we have
been drawing down reserve funds the Society
had previously built up. We would now like to
reduce our need to use this money for basic
operations and have it available instead for
special projects, especially with our continuing
celebration of Alabama’s bicentennial through
2019.
To offset the impact of this change, should the
measure be approved, we would honor the
current $25 rate for the remainder of the year.
Through December 25, current members can
renew for the 2018 year at the $25 rate, new
members can join for that rate, and gift memberships can be given at that price.
We also invite members to make a tax-deductible donation to the Society (a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization) before the end of the
year. Donations will help us maintain this
membership rate while helping us to undertake our efforts to preserve and share local

Winter Newsletter

Collecting, preserving, recording and promoting history since 1951

Winter 2017

history, such as the restoration and addition of
historical markers, restoring availability of
out-of-print books, supporting local history
education in our schools and universities, and
promoting the Alabama bicentennial.
You will continue to receive four Society
newsletters and two new issues of the Historical Review each year.
We desire to keep the Society accessible and
inviting to anyone, and relatively low dues are
an important part of that. We have been reluctant to make even this increase, but appreciate
your support in investing in our history and
our future.

Huntsville Revisited
Talk A Huge Hit
The Society appreciated William Hampton,
creator of the Huntsville Revisited community
on Facebook, for an excellent talk at its September meeting. A large audience came to the
talk to see Hampton share pictures and stories
from Huntsville’s past in an engaging and
informative presentation.

First Volume of
Bicentennial Review
Available Soon
Looking for a perfect Christmas gift for the
history fan on your list (or for yourself)? The
first volume of the three-part Bicentennial
Review will be available soon. This must-have
book is a compilation of greatest hits from 46
years of the Huntsville Historical Review, covering Madison County during the years leading
up to Alabama’s statehood, including the vital
role Huntsville played in Alabama transitioning from territory to state. The book will be
available at the December 10 meeting of the
Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society,
online at Amazon or in select local retailers.
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