Winter Newsletter

Collecting, preserving, recording and promoting history since 1951

Stories of area veterans,
next topic at the Society
meeting

On the 50th anniversary
of

the

Vietnam

November 2015

Historical Marker
Committee Charts
Course for 2016
by Alex Luttrell

War,

stories of some of our
local

military

veterans

who fought in it will be
the focus of the next
HMCHS program.
Skip Vaughn

Skip Vaughn, long-time

editor of the Redstone Rocket Newspaper, will
draw from his on-going series in the Rocket
about area retired military – all branches -veterans of the Vietnam era. Please bring your
family veterans to the meeting.

Landon Boyd

Skip Vaughn previously worked as a reporter

Keeping track of 125 historical markers in

for The Huntsville Times and continues to do

Huntsville and Madison County is no easy

freelance sports writing for AL.com. He gradu-

task. Yet, it is an important job that must be

ated from Auburn University in 1976 with a

done, and the Marker Committee wants to

bachelor’s degree in journalism. He and his

have all of the markers looking good in time

wife, Janice, have a son, Cole, who is a personal

for Alabama’s 200th birthday in 2019.

trainer, and a daughter, Glorian, who attends
Grissom High School.
Skip is registered to run his 38th marathon in
December in Huntsville.

Over the past eighteen months, thirteen
markers were completely refurbished by
Landon Boyd, with assistance from his family
and friends. The restoration of the initial three
markers

satisfied

the

requirements

of

The next Society meeting is

Landon’s Boy Scout Eagle service project. Our

Sunday, December 13, at 2:00

Society then contracted with Landon to refur-

in the Library auditorium.

bish ten additional markers. Nine of those
markers have now been re-erected throughout
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the county.
At the last Society meeting, the membership
approved the board’s request for $5,000 for
marker refurbishment work. The Marker
Committee met and began the process of
selecting ten additional markers that are in the
worst condition. These funds will also be used
to purchase replacement posts for some of the
markers.
A marker for the Huntsville Female Seminary was manufactured several years ago, but
has been kept in storage awaiting research on
the exact location for it on Randolph Avenue.

Constitution Hall – 1819 – by C.M. Monroe Jr.

Thanks to Deane Dayton, the best location has

Deane Dayton put forth a proposal to have a

now been determined and we will begin

series of 2-3-minute history vignettes for area

making plans for erection.

radio stations during the Bicentennial celebra-

It was decided that the criteria for requesting

tion from 2017 to 2019. The stories would tell

historical markers be placed on the HMCHS

about the people, places, and events of this

website.

area over the past 200 years. Dayton pointed

The Marker Committee is pleased to
welcome two new members – Irene Charles
and Rebecca Hitt.

Other members include

out that many of the stories already exist.
Coy Michaels hopes to locate descendents of
the seven original Madison County delegates.

Alex Luttrell, Deane Dayton, Joyce Smith,

Meanwhile, an overture has been made with

Nancy Rohr, Sam Tumminello, and John

the Alabama Historical Association to hold its

Allen.

annual meeting in Huntsville during the bicentennial year of 2019.

Alabama Bicentennial
Statehood Committee
Refines Goals

Camp Blount, Fayetteville

At its second meeting on Nov. 8, the Bicenten-

The State of Tennessee has finalized the

nial Committee refined the issues discussed in

purchase of a 40-acre site in Fayetteville, adja-

the previous Society newsletter. Also, three

cent to Huntsville Highway along the banks of

new members joined the committee: David &

Elk River, known as Camp Blount. The prop-

Ellen Lady and Coy Michaels. Other members

erty will be designated a State Historical Site.

are Jacque Reeves, Arley McCormick, and

Gen. Andrew Jackson mustered troops at

John Allen.

Camp Blount for his campaign that culminated
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in the destruction of the Red Stick forces at

Deane’s presentation will be of interest to

Horseshoe Bend, Alabama, on March 27, 1814.

anyone who likes exploring local history and

Eventually, the site will include a visitors’

genealogy. He will demonstrate the Huntsville

center and a Camp Blount museum, along with

History Collection and the Digital Downtown

appropriate parking. A grant from the state, with

Huntsville Walking Tour he recently devel-

matching funds from the city, for the first phase

oped for the Huntsville Madison County Con-

of the project, will see trails established within

vention and Visitor’s Bureau.

the property, with historic interpretations

Historical Review

displayed in kiosks.

Speaker at March
Program

Society members should have now received
the 40th volume of the Huntsville Historical
Review, our twice-yearly journal. Editor Arley

Our speaker at the next Society meeting on

McCormack has done a credible job of restor-

March 13 will be our own Deane Dayton. He

ing important general information about the

and his wife Carol, residents of the Twicken-

Society, including the parameters for submit-

ham Historical District, have created the

ting articles. Stories in this issue include:

Huntsville History Collection, which docu-

• Rise and Fall of King Cotton

ments the history and architecture of Hunts-

• Dr. James Manning, Pioneer

ville. Developed with the support of the

• The Birney Brothers of Huntsville

Library, the Collection contains thousands of

• Prelude to the Great War

photos, drawings, stories & links; a visual

• Research techniques

archive of historic districts & buildings; profile
of prominent Huntsville residents; and much,
much more.
Here's the board of
directors for the Society.
They are, L-to-R, front,
John Allen, Wayne Smith,
Sharon Lang, Arley McCormick, Jacque Reeves, Gary
Wicks, and Carol Cadori.
Back row, l-to-r, Ron
Bledsoe, Deane Dayton,
David Hitt, David Byers,
George Mahoney, Sam
Tumminello, and Bob
Adams.
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