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Historical Society Welcomes
Probate Judge Frank Barger

Summer 2020

Bicentennial Madison
County Marker Challenge

A huge thank you to Probate Judge Frank Barger
for his presentation on the Probate Court of
Madison County at the March 8, 2020 meeting.
Judge Barger discussed the history of the probate court, what areas of work the office specializes in, and the projects he and his team are
currently focused on. Management of the Madison County Records Center, an invaluable
resource to local historians, falls under the
duties of the Probate Court. Judge Barger high-

HMCHS Archivist Deane Dayton with
James Kirkwood.

lighted significant documents that can be

A Bicentennial Medallion and Certificate for

accessed there, and shared fascinating stories

completing

about the history of the probate court. The Madi-

presented to James Kirkwood at the HMCHS

son County Records Center is located on the

meeting on March 8th. Certificates and

third floor of the Downtown Huntsville Library.

Medallions were also mailed to Shelby and

Search available marriage, probate, and chan-

Robert Coates who have also completed the

cery records on the Record Center’s website:

Challenge but were not able to attend the

http://mcrc.madisoncountyal.gov/mcrc/.

March meeting.

the

Marker

Challenge

were

To complete the Marker Challenge, you must
visit at least 80% (92) of the accessible
markers on the Trail. Details are available at
http://hmchs.info/mkrs.

Thank

you

to

everyone who participated in the challenge to
commemorate Alabama’s Bicentennial!

HMCHS President Blake Dorning with Probate Judge
Frank Barger.
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Outreach Efforts

Summer 2020

John also said he politely shamed everyone

History Outreach Program for Educators
(HOPE) Coordinators, Dakota Cotton and Shalis
Worthy will soon be creating new resources to
add to the historical society’s website! One of
their goals for 2020 is to create short videos on
historical topics,
particularly focusing on
Madison County. The intention is for educators
to be able to supplement their curriculum with
these videos to provide a local perspective on
historical topics. The first video will focus on the
suffrage movement in Madison County, timed to
coincide with the centennial of the 19th
Amendment to the United States Constitution.

who wasn’t a member of the HMCHS.

Past HMCHS President
Presents to LearningQuest

Online Resources to Enjoy
While Sheltering in Place

Past HMCHS president, John Allen, completed a
four-part lecture series on early Alabama history
for LearningQuest. The series was held at the
Downtown Huntsville Library auditorium, and
was completed just before the coronavirus
pandemic forced a shutdown of all programs.
John’s topics included 1) DeSoto’s trek across
Alabama and the slaughter of thousands of
Indians at Mabila, 2) Who knew that Alabama
was once part of Georgia, Mississippi, and the
Louisiana Territory? 3) How John Hunt got
booted off his Big Spring homestead, while
Leroy Pope and his buddies created Twickenham, and 4) How Alabama’s first governor
forced the creation of Cahaba as the state capital,
but died before serving there.
John said the experience was a lot of fun. He
incorporated
some
theme-appropriate
“knock-knock” jokes, which the audience
relished.
“Can you imagine 140 people

While we are flattening the curve by staying
home and reducing the spread of Covid-19, you
may find more time to do at-home research.
Thanks to the work of HMCHS Archivist,
Deane Dayton, a variety of local history
resources are at our fingertips through the
HOPE page on the historical society’s website,
http://www.hmchs.org/hope.html,

answering in unison: ‘Who’s there?’, John said.”

John Allen at his Learning Quest presentation.

and through https://dkdayton.net/.
Public libraries throughout the nation have
had to close their doors due to the pandemic.
Because of this, the Alabama Public Library
Service is working to provide Alabamians
access to Ancestry.com and other databases
frequently offered at public libraries statewide.
Here is a message from APLS about how to
access those databases:
“You must login to an APLS secure page before
proceeding to Ancestry Library Edition. Please
email APLS staff at reference@apls.state.al.us
with 'ALE Access' in the email subject line for
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detailed instructions on how to access this free,
valuable resource. Please help APLS maintain
this special access by not sharing the password
on any public forum, like a public Facebook post,
and please don't share the login information
with people who don't live in Alabama. Continued from-home access depends on all of us
taking precautions to stop unauthorized access.”
Ancestry Library Edition can be accessed for
free during the pandemic at this website:
https://aplsws1.apls.state.al.us/aplsnew/con
tent/electronicresources. You can also contact
the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library
for the password (askus@hmcpl.org).

Huntsville in Retrospect
The historical society is partnering with the Special Collections Department of the Downtown
Huntsville Library on an initiative to document
and preserve the history of Madison County and
its families. The library is sending a team of
archivists and researchers to locations throughout Madison County to digitally copy family
records. You can bring any items pertaining to
Madison County including: letters, photographs,
diaries, military records, maps, articles of clothing, or artifacts. The library will photograph or
scan them and make them available to the public
through their digital archive, http://digitalarchives.hmcpl.org/, then you take them back
home with you!
Visit the Huntsville in Retrospect webpage for
more details about the initiative, and locations
where scanning events will be held:
https://hmcpl.org/hsvhistory.
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic some of these
events will be postponed. Visit the Huntsville in
Retrospect webpage for updates.
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Recording the Covid-19
Pandemic
It is not everyday that we are aware of living
through a historic moment. From the scarcity
of toilet paper to business closures, the
Covid-19 Pandemic has impacted the daily
lives of everyone in Madison County. Consider
documenting your experience through
mediums such as daily journal entries,
photographs, videos, correspondence, or
creative endeavors; future generations will
want to know what life was like in Madison
County during this global crisis.
The Special Collections Department of the
Downtown Huntsville Library wants to add
your contribution to the library’s archives, to
help record this historic moment. You can
contact
archivist
Shalis
Worthy
at
sworthy@hmcpl.org for details.
June Meeting - Sunday, June 14 at
2:00 PM with presenter Jim Batson
Jim Batson, owner of H.C. Blake Co., is slated
to present at our June 14th meeting. Batson is
the 6th generation, proprietor of the
family-owned Huntsville based company. H.C.
Blake Co. has been in operation since 1884, and
was recently recognized as the second oldest
mechanical type service business in the United
States.
Our June 14th meeting will be held at 2:00
PM in the auditorium at H.C. Blake’s new location, at 2007 N. Memorial Parkway, Suite A.
Madison County may still be under a shelter in
place or social distancing order that will
prevent us from meeting in person in June.
Updates about this meeting, and a possible
virtual meeting, will be posted on our Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/HistoryHsv/.
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