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The historical society welcomes Layne Dorning, our

Madison County Marker
Challenge

presenter for March! Layne’s presentation will center

Congratulations to Tia Wheeler and Shawn Fahl

on the Historic Lombardo Building on Jefferson St,

for completing the Madison County Marker

which houses Railroad Station Antiques, and the rich

Challenge!

history of the objects she has encountered in this

Medallions were mailed to them. Tia Wheeler

profession.

made the following comment:

March 14, 2021 Meeting

Certificates

and

Bicentennial

Layne Dorning is the president of Railroad Station

“I found most interesting the new places I have

Antiques and Interiors, and the president of Sterling

never been to in Madison County, or even one I had

Travel. Layne was appointed Solid Waste Disposal

driven by regularly but never noticed. The two that

Authority secretary by the Huntsville City Council.

stood out to me the most were the Buffalo soldiers

She has contributed her time and energy to a number

monument and the markers for Merrimack

of

Twickenham

Village; I had no idea it was so large and so socially

Historic Preservation District Garden Club, Jr.

progressive for its time. I enjoyed the leisurely

League of Huntsville, Huntsville Rotary Club,

drives around North and Southeast Madison

Huntsville Art Museum Women’s Guild, Historic

County. Overall I think that this is a great idea and

Huntsville Foundation and many more.

would love for other cities to do similar. For history

local

organizations

including:

In an effort to help flatten the curve, this meeting
will take place online only. The meeting can be

and old building lovers, there is no better way to
explore a city and county.”

accessed via Zoom using the below information. A

To complete the Marker Challenge, you must

more detailed tutorial will be emailed to the

visit at least 80% (92) of the accessible markers on

members the week preceding the meeting.

the Trail. Details are available at
http://hmchs.info/mkrs.
Thank you to Tia and Shawn for participating in

To join online:

the challenge!

https://bit.ly/3jSGVhT
Meeting ID: 846 6763 7160
Passcode: 746445
To join via telephone:
1-312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 834 0816 8543
Passcode: 857889

NEW History Landmarks in
Madison County
Thanks to the efforts of the Twickenham Town
Chapter NSDAR and the Historic Huntsville Foundation, Huntsville has a new historical marker
commemorating our pioneer suffragists! You can
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visit this marker at 416 McClung Avenue where
suffragist Alberta Chapman Taylor once lived and
where Huntsville's suffragists congregated.

Donna Castellano and Penny Sumners at the November 15,
2020 marker dedication ceremony.

A statue of Alabama A&M University founder,
William Hooper Councill, was erected in his honor at
the William Hooper Councill Memorial Park. The
William Hooper Councill Alumni Association has
worked tirelessly for the past several years to transform the former school grounds into a park to share
the history of the students and faculty of the school.
This historic site is at 620 St. Clair Avenue.

Mayor Tommy Battle, William Hampton, and others at the
December 23, 2020 statue dedication ceremony.
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Historic Marker Committee
Update
Marker Committee activities may have slowed
some during the coronavirus pandemic, but we’ve
still been able to push forward conducting business
via telephone and email. Two completed markers
arrived just as the nation shut down last March. We
moved the Avalon Plantation/Jones-Perkins
Cemetery marker to UAH for safe keeping until
university officials are ready to hold an
unveiling/dedication ceremony. This marker will
be installed at the cemetery near Morton Hall on
the UAH campus. We had the Cobb Cemetery
marker delivered to Commissioner Craig Hill’s
office in New Hope. Its installation is being delayed
until the old Highway 431 road work and Flint River
bridge replacement is completed.
The newest marker to be approved by the
Committee is one for Phillips CME Church.
Redstone Federal Credit Union (RFCU) and the
church sponsored this marker and plan to erect it
on Davis Circle in downtown Huntsville. This was a
former site of Phillips CME Church and is now a
new location for RFCU. The marker is expected to
arrive shortly, and an unveiling ceremony will be
planned for the Spring.
Several other markers are in the early stages of
planning. We will be supporting Joy McKee,
Director of Landscape Management and Huntsville
City Cemeteries, as she applies for a National Park
Services grant to install two new markers to
commemorate suffrage activists and veterans
buried at Glenwood Cemetery. Donna Castellano,
Executive Director of the Historic Huntsville
Foundation, is also working to draft text
commemorating several local women suffragists,
public officials, and community leaders. Hopefully
we’ll be able to meet in person to review and finalize
text for these markers.
Despite our big push to refurbish so many markers in conjunction with the Alabama Bicentennial,
markers continue to degrade and need repair. We
were recently notified that the Councill Training
School marker on the campus of Alabama A&M
University was completely separated from the cap
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that attaches to the marker post. The City of
Huntsville recently delivered the two pieces to a
local welding shop to see if that marker can be
repaired. In late January, I was contacted by
Samuel Boyd, Eagle Scout Candidate, who is
interested in refurbishing three historical markers
for his Eagle Scout Service Project. Samuel is the
younger brother of Brandon Boyd who completed
his Eagle Scout Service project seven years ago by
refurbishing the three Twickenham Historic District
Markers. The three markers proposed for refurbishment during this project include Trough Springs,
First Baptist Church, and Glenwood Cemetery.
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Those who missed it can watch the presentation
here:
https://hmchs.info/download/HMCHS-201213-Blake_Dorning.mp4
Thank you to Heather Adkins and Deane Dayton
for your technical support!

Passing of former HMCHS
board member Dr. Sarah
Etheline Bounds (1942-2021)

Dr. Bounds was an educator and member of many
professional
and
community
organizations
including a board member of the HuntsvilleMadison County Historical Society. In Alpha Delta
Kappa, she was local president of the Alabama Delta
Chapter, Alabama State President, Alabama Kappan
editor and many other local, state, regional and
international offices. She was a member of First
United Methodist Church where she served on the
Finance Committee, Older Adult Ministries, and
Historical Committee. Etheline was an avid traveler
within the United States as well as England, Egypt,
China, Australia, and New Zealand. She was
preceded in death by her parents, and her maternal
grandmother, Elizabeth Boone. She is survived by a
host of friends.

HMCHS President Presents to
the Society

The society’s own, Blake Dorning, presented on the
history of agriculture at our first ZOOM only
meeting held on December 13th. Blake discussed
the challenges to farming the land faced by early
settlers in Madison County and some of the
innovations that improved their ability to farm. He
touched on farming techniques and how crops were
shipped before the invention of motor vehicles. He
also demonstrated how to prepare a watercress salad!

HMCHS President Blake Dorning at December presentation.

2021 HMCHS Annual
Membership Renewal
Your annual dues enable us to pay for publication of
our twice annual “Historical Huntsville Review” as
well as our newsletters, presenters, and for
restoration of historical markers. The COVID-19
pandemic has made gathering in groups difficult
this year but we will continue to make our
membership meetings accessible through ZOOM.
To renew, mail your check for $35, made out to
Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society (or
HMCHS) to P.O. Box 666, Huntsville, Alabama,
35804 or renew online at hmchs.org/membership.
This amount covers everyone living at one address.
If you aren’t sure if your membership has been
updated, just email HMCHS Treasurer Wayne
Smith at wmith@bellsouth.net.
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