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September Meeting: The
Birthplace of Alabama
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of the Huntsville/Madison County Public Library.
This meeting will be part of the Historical Society’s
Hometown Huntsville campaign celebrating
Alabama’s Bicentennial, focused on offering a
“Huntsville History 101” approach to let city
residents who have never had the opportunity to
learn about its origins hear the big events that
shaped the Rocket City.

Historical Markers XXXXX

For the last two years, the Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Society has been celebrating the
bicentennial of Alabama’s journey from territory to
statehood with a series of talks on the “greatest hits”
of local history.
Now, for its September meeting, the Society reaches the story that’s the occasion for the celebration.
You already know that the 1819 constitutional
convention was held in Huntsville, but you’ve probably never heard what was going on behind the
scenes. While most Alabamians celebrated statehood, the foundation of affluence was crumbling.
The little-known details will be explained by the society’s own Jacque Reeves.
A past president of the Historical Society, Reeves is
the author of numerous books, including Hidden
History of North Alabama and Murder in the Heart
of Dixie. She is a creator of the Huntsville Ghost
Walk, owner of Avalon Tours and a past chair of the
Maple Hill Cemetery Stroll. Jacque is also a past
curator of the historic Donnell House Museum and is
a frequent guest speaker at meetings and receptions.
She has written for several other local publications
and has been a contributing writer for other local
books.
The meeting will be held on Sunday, September 8
at 2 p.m. in the auditorium of the downtown location

The Historical Society was proud to support the
dedication of two new historical markers in recent
months. On July 13, a marker was dedicated for the
revitalization of the Town of Triana at the Triana
Municipal Building. Special guests included Triana
Mayor Mary Caudle, Kim Caudle Lewis of Project
XYZ, Former Triana Councilman Joe L. Fletcher,
Former Tuskegee mayor, Johnny Ford, and State
Representative Mike Ball.
The marker reads: “Initially incorporated in 1819,
the Triana government became dormant after 1830.
Over one hundred years later, the citizens of Triana
met at Saint Paul Methodist Church to plan the
rebirth of its government. Madison County Probate
Judge Ashford Todd approved the citizens’ petition
and reinstated the town in July 1964. The first African American officials of the new Triana were Mayor
Clyde Foster and town councilors Jessie J. Bennett,
David L. Barnes, Joe L. Fletcher, William Griffin,
and Erskine Parcus. This new governing body established a rural water system and assisted in obtaining
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the first-in-the-nation USDA Section 504 Rural
Housing Economic Opportunity Loan. Two hundred
years after its initial incorporation, Triana was a
thriving community.”
The marker joins a nearby previous marker with
information about the original founding of Triana
200 years ago.
In June, the Society participated in the dedication
of a historical marker honoring Church Street as the
former hub of African-American commerce,
religious, social and political activity. The dedication
was held on Sunday, June 16 at 2 p.m., at Church
Street and Holmes Avenue, next to WHNT News 19.
The marker reads: “Throughout much of the twentieth century, Church Street was the heart of a
vibrant black community, filled with movement,
color, and sound. Those who lived, worked, or visited
there described it as "an experience."
The area was a bustling community of families and
businesses. There were restaurants, grocery stores,
doctors’ offices, funeral homes, cab stands, churches,
clothing stores, beauty shops, and insurance companies. The Princess Theatre, movie house for the black
community, Madison County Fairgrounds, and the
American Legion Wilson Jones Post 351 were there.
Local Black newspapers, the Huntsville Gazette, the
Huntsville Weekly Review, and the Huntsville
Mirror, were also at one time on Church Street.
The Church Street Community Center, housed in
the Binford Miller Building, was an activity center for
black youth. In 1951, the building also became the
relocation site of the Dulcina DeBerry Library,
Huntsville's first branch library for black residents.
On Church Street, the Second Cumberland Presbyterian and First Missionary Baptist churches served
as gathering places for civil rights activists during the
1960’s. Two other houses of worship, St. John AME
and Phillips Chapel CME, were also located on
Church Street.
On Saturdays, blacks from throughout Madison
County and surrounding communities came to
Church Street for shopping, dining, visiting, and
entertainment. With the advent of urban renewal
and integration in the late 1960's, families and the
once-thriving black business community along
Church Street began migrating away from the area.”
At the most recent Marker Committee meeting on
31 July, members discussed the status of marker
refurbishment activities. Several markers have been
repaired or refurbished during the summer months.
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These include Helion Lodge, Lincoln School &
Village, Hermes Guided Missile, and Wildwood.
Three additional markers (Green Academy, Andrew
Jackson Encampment, & Dallas Mills/Rison School)
have been removed and are currently being refurbished. The committee also approved the text for the
Avalon Plantation & Cemetery marker and the
W.R.W. Cobb & Cobb Family Cemetery marker.

First People to Complete
Marker Trail Are Honored

The Historical Society in July recognized Charlsey
Snodgrass and Patrick Snodgrass, who had become
the first and second people to complete the new
Marker Trail Challenge! The Marker Challenge is a
free, family-friendly history activity with seven trails
of historical markers throughout Madison County,
brought to you by the Huntsville-Madison County
Historical Society. For completing the trails, the
Snodgrasses received a Local History Scholar certificate and Bicentennial Medallion. You can earn
Marker Challenge Local History Scholar Certificates
by visiting at least 80 percent of the markers on a
trail and recording the three letter codes that are
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attached to each of the marker posts. You can also
earn a medallion by completing all seven trails or at
least 80 percent of all markers. For more information about the Marker Challenge, visit
https://www.hmchs.info/mkrs/.

Pictured from left are David McLellan, Director of Visitor
Experience at Alabama Constitution Hall Park; Charlsey
Snodgrass, first winner; Patrick Snodgrass, second winner;
and David Hitt, President of the Huntsville-Madison County
Historical Society.
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Madison County. Now, as Alabama celebrates its
bicentennial, the Huntsville-Madison County
Historical Society has assembled a collection of
articles from past issues of the Review, spanning
Huntsville’s history during Alabama’s 200 years
Following the 2017 release of Volume 1 of the
Historical Society’s Bicentennial Review, two new
volumes are now available. Volume 1 covers 1805
through 1819, from the birth of Huntsville until
Alabama statehood. Volume 2 covers the years
1820-1860, telling the story of Huntsville’s growth
during the period between Alabama statehood and
the Civil War. Volume 3 is a chronicle of the Civil
War in Madison County.
The books are currently available online at Amazon
and other sites in both paperback and eBook form,
will soon be available in local stores, and will be for
sale at the next meeting of the Historical Society.

HOPE Shares History with
Local Teachers

The Historical Society’s HOPE educational outreach
team has grown, with Shalis Worthy joining Dakota
Cotton as a HOPE Coordinator. Cotton, Worthy,
Carol Codori and XXXX represented HOPE and the
Society at a Bicentennial even held out the Huntsville
Botanical Garden in June, and on August 1, the
Worthy staffed a booth shared with Laura Noble of
the Huntsville/Madison County Public Library at the
2019 Huntsville City Schools Teacher Institute,
which 3,000 teachers and other school staff were
expected to attend. She passed out 150 history education packets to local teachers and added several
teachers to the HOPE email distribution list. In July,
Society President David Hitt spoke to teachers from
around the state at a Bicentennial Educators Workshop held at the EarlyWorks museum, sharing with
them about Huntsville history and HOPE.

Two New Volumes of the
Bicentennial Review Are
Now Available

For 46 years, the Huntsville Historical Review has
chronicled the origins and history of Huntsville and

Codori Gives Update on
Sunken Sidewalk

Huge thanks to the Historical Society’s own Carol
Codori, who gave an update to a packed house at the
main library downtown in June about the Sidewalk
Restoration Project on the Huntsville courthouse
square. Codori talked about the history and “personality” of the sidewalk, and about the work that has
been done to restore it. Codori initiated and has
coordinated the restoration effort, and the Society is
grateful for her hard work and leadership in this
wonderful restoration effort.
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